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A high degree of relevancy

Biodiversity is a cross-cutting issue and 

relevant for achieving all the SDGs

Substantial gains in human well-being 

and economic development over the 

last century

• At the expense of ecosystem 

degradation

At least 4 of nine planetary boundaries 

have now been exceeded:

• climate change

• loss of biosphere integrity

• land-system change

• altered biogeochemical cycles 

(phosphorus and nitrogen)

Species extinction now at an 

accelerating speed

Source: J. Lokrantz/Azote, in Rockström & Sukhdev (2016) and Folke et al. (2016)

Source: CBD (2016)

http://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2016-06-14-how-food-connects-all-the-sdgs.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.5751/ES-08748-210341
https://www.cbd.int/idb/2016/


A high degree of relevancy

Declines in:
• Crop and livestock genetic diversity
• Traditional knowledge and practices 

associated with biodiversity and 
ecosystem services

Humans increasingly depend on fewer 
crops = more vulnerability and less 
resilience to changes

Causes of biodiversity loss include:
• Lack of policy coherence
• Pollution
• Overexploitation through overfishing 

and unsustainable agriculture, 
forestry and fishery practices

Source: J. Lokrantz/Azote for Schultz et al. (2016)

http://swed.bio/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/The-2030-Agenda-and-Ecosystems_2016.pdf
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Source: Schultz, Tyrrell & Ebenhard (2016). The 2030 Agenda and Ecosystems. SwedBio at SRC

http://swed.bio/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/The-2030-Agenda-and-Ecosystems_2016.pdf
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http://swed.bio/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/The-2030-Agenda-and-Ecosystems_2016.pdf


ABT3. Incentives focus on ensuring commercial natural resource use

ABT4. Safe ecological limits

ABT8. Pollution is not linked to ecosystem health

ABT9. Identification & management of invasive alien species pathways

ABT11. Protection in the SDGs focuses on provision of ecosystem services

ABT13. Culturally-important species

ABT14. IPLC focus on economic livelihood & receiving education

Ecosystem function only tangentially covered

Some gaps



• This preliminary gap analysis shows a broad overlap. There are many potential 
synergies in implementation.

• The Aichi Biodiversity Targets are more explicit regarding biodiversity, with more 
specific and quantified targets, and some subjects are not covered under the 
SDGs.

• All efforts should be made to reach the targets by the years set in the present 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, to which this mapping exercise can also 
support.

• A more inclusive and extensive in-depth analysis is needed to map the current 
Aichi Biodiversity Targets against the SDGs, to review the degree of overlap and 
identify elements of the current Strategic Plan that are not covered under the 
SDGs.

Conclusions & Way Forward



• It is important to have an inclusive process for developing the post-2020 Strategic 
Plan for Biodiversity, in light of the 2030 Agenda.

• The post-2020 Strategic Plan should retain a high degree of overlap, and explicitly 
reference the links between the new CBD Biodiversity Targets and the SDGs, in 
particular recognising where the SDGs strongly support the new Strategic Plan.

• CBD COP13 requested the Executive Secretary “to prepare a further assessment, 
including gap analysis, on the relationship between the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 
and the Sustainable Development Goals”. (Decision XIII/1, para. 35)

Conclusions & Way Forward
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Thank you!

SwedBio is funded by Sida.
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